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LEGISLATIVE ALERT SENT TO MEMBERS TODAY: 
 
CONTACT SENATE GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE TO 
OPPOSE H.B. 2006, H.B. 2007 AND H.B. 2008 
 

The Senate Government Organization Committee is taking up, perhaps as early 
as tomorrow, bills that modify professional and occupational licenses. Every 
industry or profession that is regulated by Chapters 21, 29 and 30 has come out 
in opposition to these three bills. They all passed in the House within days of 
introduction with little or no debate and are now in the Senate Gov. Org. 
Committee. 

 

The bills’ purpose is to make it easier for people to move into West Virginia and 
get licensed to practice in their chosen profession. The business community and 
regulated industries do not support these bills because they allow automatic or 
unchecked licensing to someone with no familiarity or knowledge of West 
Virginia laws, regulations and professional standards to operate in West Virginia. 

 

These bills would give out-of-state contractors, architects and engineers (along 
with every other industry covered by Chapter 30) unfettered access to our 
markets without giving our members equivalent opportunities in other states. The 
CAWV, AIA WV, ACEC-WV and WVSPE have told legislators out-of-state 
businesses will grow at the expense of West Virginia firms. 

 

H.B. 2006 creates a separate board and staff to govern the West Virginia 
Contractor Licensing Act. This could set up another bureaucracy that would have 
to be funded by West Virginia contractor licensing fees. It moves the Board to 
Chapter 30 which includes all other professional boards. Continuing education is 
required of professions in Chapter 30. Contractors currently have no continuing 
education requirements but H.B. 2006 would change this. It is not clear what 
would be required, and if contractors that have multiple classification licenses 
would be required to take courses for each classification or just one course. 

 

The bill also increases from $2,500 to $10,000 before a license is needed for 
residential projects.  For the first time, there is a threshold of $50,000 for 
commercial construction before a contractor needs a license.   

 

H.B. 2007 covers all licensed professions including architects and engineers. 
Anyone that is licensed in another state would automatically receive a West 
Virginia license, even if that state does not hold to the same high standard 
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established by West Virginia occupational licensing boards. 

 

H.B. 2008 originally altered requirements relating to elevator mechanics, crane 
operators, HVAC, electricians, and plumbers. Crane operators and elevators 
were taken out of the bill in the House. A section of H.B. 2008 relating to 
amending requirements for licensure relating to Fire Protection systems. If 
enacted, this legislation will weaken existing laws that were passed to ensure fire 
sprinkler systems are installed by adequately trained and qualified individuals. 
H.B. 2008 reduces the number of hours of experience to qualify for a sprinkler 
fitter license from 5,000 to 2,000, and adds a section to allow a fire sprinkler 
installer to simply pass a written test selected by the State Fire Marshal. This 
means, in certain situations, there will be no actual field experience required to 
install life safety fire protection systems if an applicant passes a written test. 

 

ACTION REQUIRED: 
 

Please contact the following senators to oppose H.B. 2006, H.B 2007 and H.B 
2008. Their office phone numbers and emails are attached for your information.  

 

Mike Maroney (304) 357-7902 mike.maroney@wvsenate.gov 

Patrick Martin (304) 357-7845 patrick.martin@wvsenate.gov 

Mark R. Maynard (304) 357-7808 Mark.Maynard@wvsenate.gov 

Randy Smith (304) 357-7995 randy.smith@wvsenate.gov  

David Stover (304) 357-7807 david.stover@wvsenate.gov  

Chandler Swope (304) 357-7843 chandler.swope@wvsenate.gov 

Dave Sypolt (304) 357-7914 dave.sypolt@wvsenate.gov 

Jack Woodrum (304) 357-7849 jack.woodrum@wvsenate.gov 

 

 

BILL INCREASES PERCENTAGE FOR VO-TECH SCHOOL FUNDING; NO 
ADDITIONAL FUNDING INCLUDED 

 

H.B. 2906 increases the discretion of the School Building Authority from 3 
percent to 10 percent of their annual construction and major improvements 
budget for projects at vocational facilities.  The bill is on Second Reading in the 
House.  The bill increases the percentage of SBA funding for a vo-tech school 
project but there is no corresponding bill to increase SBA’s funding to allow for 
more dollars for these facilities. 

 

SENATE BILL EXPANDS HISTORIC TAX CREDITS 

 

S.B. 344 deals with the state’s investment tax credits on historic building 
rehabilitation.  The bill eliminates both the sunset date for the tax credit and the 
current $10 million limit for an individual project and the current $30 million 
cumulative limit.  S.B. 344 works on the principle that these projects generate 
future tax dollars due to repurposing a building and should be promoted, not 
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limited.  The January/February issue of West Virginia Construction News 
features an article on the renovation of the Atlas Building in downtown 
Charleston which was made possible by historic tax credits. To view this issue of 
WVCN, click here. The bill is on Third Reading in the Senate. 

 

GOVERNOR’S TAX BILL REVEALED 

 

Governor Jim Justice's much-anticipated plan to reduce and eventually eliminate 
West Virginia's Personal Income Tax was released yesterday afternoon. The 
West Virginia Business and Industry Council and other sectors that are included 
in the bill are closely examining the legislation and analyzing the bill to see how it 
impacts the various economic sectors.  

 

DELEGATES PASS BROADBAND BILL 

 

Delegates last week passed a broad-ranging broadband bill that they hope will 
promote online connectivity across West Virginia. Delegate Daniel Linville, R-
Cabell, said the aim of the bill is to speed the deployment of broadband and 
reduce the overall cost. Delegates said the need for improvement has long 
existed in West Virginia, but the increase of remote activities during the covid-19 
pandemic has underscored that demand. 

 

“It’s the single most important thing in my opinion that we could do this year 
given the Covid-19 pandemic, but it was important long before that,” Linville said.  
H.B. 2002 passed the House 98-1. 

 

WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE BILL INFORMATION 

 

House and Senate bills can be accessed from the CAWV’s Legislative home 
page at www.cawv.org/legislative. Members can view status updates on bills of 
interest to the construction industry and see what legislation is introduced that 
affects the construction industry. A summary of each day’s activities will be 
uploaded each afternoon.  

 

Below is a list of bills that have been introduced this week that have an 
impact on the construction industry or some CAWV members. Anyone 
needing further information can contact Mike Clowser at (304) 342-1166 or 
email at mclowser@cawv.org.  

 

HOUSE BILLS 

Bill # Sponsors Proposal Introduced/Committee 

HB 2819 Del. Cooper  

Exempting from the sales tax all terrain 
vehicles and utility terrain vehicles used as 
farm equipment (FN)  

03/02/21 - To 
Agriculture and Natural 
Resources then 
Finance 

http://www.cawv.org/site/publisher/files/WVCN%20JanFeb%202021%20web2.pdf#page=24
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HB 2821 Del. Graves  

Providing adequate opportunities for state 
employees to obtain continuing education 
credits for professional licenses and 
registrations (FN) 

03/02/21 - To 
Government 
Organization 

HB 2822 Del. Graves  

Requiring state purchases of certain items to 
be made from authorized dealers in this 
state (FN) 

03/02/21 - To Small 
Business, 
Entrepreneurship and 
Economic Development 
then Government 
Organization 

HB 2823 Del. Cooper  

Exempting buildings or structures utilized 
exclusively for agricultural purposes from the 
provisions of the State Building Code 

03/02/21 - To 
Agriculture and Natural 
Resources then 
Government 
Organization 

HB 2825 Del. Barrett, Householder, 
Criss, Hardy and Graves  

Shifting funding from the Landfill Closure 
Assistance Fund to local solid waste 
authorities (FN) 

03/02/21 - To 
Government 
Organization then 
Finance 

HB 2848 
Del. Thompson, Walker, 

Young, Doyle and 
Hornbuckle  

Reinstate WV Prevailing Wage Law (FN) 

03/02/21 - To 
Workforce 
Development then 
Government 
Organization then 
Finance 

HB 2849 
Del. Thompson, Walker, 

Young, Doyle and 
Hornbuckle  

Repeal Right to Work Legislation (FN) 

03/02/21 - To Small 
Business, 
Entrepreneurship and 
Economic Development 
then Workforce 
Development then 
Judiciary 

HB 2856 

Del. Statler, Nestor, Horst, 
Kimes, Paynter, J. Jeffries, 

Toney, Hanna, Williams 
and Barnhart  

Relating to performance metrics for the 
West Virginia Division of Highways 

03/02/21 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Government 
Organization 

HB 2858 

Del. Statler, Horst, Kimes, 
Nestor, Longanacre, J. 
Jeffries, Toney, Hanna, 
Williams and Barnhart  

Requiring the Commissioner of Highways to 
develop a formula for allocating road funds 
among districts (FN) 

03/02/21 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Government 
Organization 

HB 2866 
Del. Foster, Steele, Kimes, 
Ferrell, Gearheart, Paynter 

and Toney  

Establishing the Municipal Home Rule 
Program (FN) 

03/03/21 - To 
Government 
Organization then 
Finance 

HB 2870 Del. J. Pack, Steele and 
Graves  

Requiring county boards of education to 
make vocational classes available to private 
school students of the appropriate grades as 
space is available. 

03/03/21 - To 
Education 

HB 2893 Del. Riley  
Relating to Economic Opportunity Tax Credit 
limits (FN) 

03/03/21 - To Small 
Business, 
Entrepreneurship and 
Economic Development 
then Finance 
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HB 2900 
Del. Hanshaw (Mr. 

Speaker) and Skaff [By 
Request of the Executive]  

Expiring funds to the balance of the 
Department of Education – State Board of 
Education – School Building Authority – 
School Construction Fund 

03/03/21 - To Finance 

HB 2909 

Del. Foster, Steele, 
Kimble, Haynes, Wamsley, 

Kessinger, Espinosa, 
Kimes and J. Pack 

Updating the criteria used when assessing 
an application for a new license or other 
government regulation relating to 
occupational and professional regulation 

03/04/21 - To 
Government 
Organization 

HB 2951 

Del. Foster, Hamrick, 
Clark, Mazzocchi, Steele, 

Kessinger, J. Pack, 
Howell, Householder, 

Linville and Hardy 

Repeal of authority granted to municipalities 
to levy business and occupation or privilege 
tax (FN) 

03/05/21 - To Finance 

HB 2955 Del. Linville [By Request of 
the Division of Highways] 

Removing the residency requirement for the 
Commissioner of the Division of Highways 

03/05/21 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Government 
Organization 

HB 2969 Del. Conley, Barnhart, 
Steele and Holstein 

To clarify the procedures for the sale and 
operation of a municipally owned toll bridge 
by a private toll transportation facility 

03/08/21 - To 
Government 
Organization 

HB 2971 Del. Higginbotham 

Requiring the Department of Commerce to 
conduct a feasibility study for potential lakes 
to be built in West Virginia (FN) 

03/08/21 - To 
Government 
Organization 

HB 2979 

Del. G. Ward, Haynes, 
Burkhammer, Paynter, 

Reynolds, Hardy, Horst, J. 
Kelly, Maynard, 

McGeehan and Mandt 

Creating a tax credit for a manufacturer or 
power generating facility in West Virginia 
that purchases and uses coal, oil or gas 
(FN) 

03/08/21 - To Energy 
and Manufacturing then 
Finance 

HB 2980 
Del. Doyle, Hansen, 

Thompson, Fleischauer 
and Walker 

Amend Groundwater Protection Act to cover 
Karst Terrain 

03/08/21 - To Health 
and Human Resources 
then Judiciary 

HB 2984 

Del. Statler, Hansen, 
Phillips, Rohrbach, Riley, 

Westfall, Williams, 
Lovejoy, J. Pack, Hamrick 

and Zatezalo 

To revise the West Virginia Tax Increment 
Financing Act to authorize a county 
commission or municipal levying body to 
modify the termination times of certain 
districts (FN) 

03/08/21 - To Finance 

 

SENATE BILLS 

Bill # Sponsors Proposal Introduced/Committee 

SB 515 Sen. Nelson 

Providing new graduates of in-state or out-
of-state higher educational institution or 
trade school $1,000 tax credit (FN) 

03/02/21 - To Finance 

SB 526 Sen. Swope Creating Uniform Worker Classification Act 03/02/21 - To Judiciary 
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SB 527 Sen. Swope 

Prohibiting political subdivisions from 
enacting certain ordinances, regulations, 
local policies, or other legal requirements 

03/02/21 - To Judiciary 

SB 528 Sen. Swope 

Allowing counties to implement one percent 
consumers sales tax in certain 
circumstances 

03/02/21 - To 
Government 
Organization then 
Finance 

SB 534 Sen. Tarr 

Permitting Economic Development Authority 
to make working capital loans from revolving 
loan fund capitalized with federal grant funds 

03/02/21 - To Finance 

SB 544 
Sen. Blair (Mr. President) 
and Baldwin [By Request 

of the Executive] 

Expiring funds to State Board of Education, 
School Building Authority, School 
Construction Fund from School Building 
Authority, Debt Service Fund 

03/03/21 - To Finance 

SB 550 Sen. Woodrum 

Providing counties with authority to impose 
county sales and use tax of up to one 
percent under certain circumstances 

03/03/21 - To 
Government 
Organization then 
Finance 

SB 554 Sen. Maynard 
Creating WV Motorsports Entertainment 
Complex Investment Act (FN) 

03/03/21 - To 
Economic Development 
then Finance 

 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=527&year=2021&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=528&year=2021&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=534&year=2021&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=544&year=2021&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=550&year=2021&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=554&year=2021&sessiontype=RS

